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And it cannot be urged that there is at present any difficulty in
finding worthy enterprises to support. Halle has long been above
suspicion in this respect; and though Henschel is comparatively
a beginner, the value of his concerts is already beyond question.
And it must be remembered in estimating the general effect of
their labors that they have only asked the public for a shilling
where Richter has demanded half-a-crown, whilst the scale of
their performances is equally expensive.

The Bach Choir gave a concert on the i6th. I was not present.
There are some sacrifices which should not be demanded twice
from any man; and one of them is listening to Brahms5 Requiem.
On some future evening,, perhaps, when the weather is balmy,
and I can be accommodated with a comfortable armchair, an
interesting book, and all the evening papers, I may venture; but
last week I should have required a requiem for myself if I had
attempted such a feat of endurance. I am sorry to have to play the
"disgruntled" critic over a composition so learnedly contra-
puntal, not to say so fugacious; but I really cannot stand Brahms
as a serious composer. It is nothing short of a European mis-
fortune that such prodigious musical powers should have nothing
better in the way of ideas to express than incoherent common-
place. However, that is what is always happening in music: the
world is full of great musicians who are no composers, and great
composers who are no musicians.

In his youth, Brahms when writing songs or serenades, or
trifles of one kind or another, seemed a giant at play; and he still
does small things well. I listened to his cleverly harmonized gipsy
songs at the last Monday Popular Concert of the year with re-
spectful satisfaction, though I shall not attempt to deny that
fifteen minutes of them would have been better than twenty-five.
This last remark, by the bye, shews that I am full of malice
against "holy John," as Wagner called Brahms, even when he
does what I have admitted his fitness for. Consequently my
criticism, though it relieves my mind, is not likely to be of much
value. Let me therefore drop the subject, and recall the attention
of the Bach Choir to a composer of whom I entertain a very
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